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Constitutional language emerged out of the interaction of 
legal theory, political philosophy, and historical narratives. 
By analyzing the concepts of constitution and arbitrariness, 
this book explores the logic behind this discourse, examining 
the transformation of law from arbitrium to the »legicentric« 
ideal, the history of literary imaginaries constructed 
in 19th-century Argentina, and the conceptual history 
underlying recent political and legal historiography, which 
criticize the traditional narrative of constitutionalism. 

Agustín E. Casagrande is Professor of Legal Sociology in 
the Law Faculty of UNLP and Professor of the History of 
Western Law in the School of Humanities of UNSAM. He 
holds a Doctorate in Social Sciences from UNLP and was a 
post-doctoral fellow at the Excellence Cluster »Normative 
Ordnungen« at Goethe-Universität Frankfurt (2018–2019). 
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