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MAX PLANCK INSTITUTE
FOR LEGAL HISTORY
AND LEGAL THEORY

Programme

Legal History in Africa: Reflections on Colonisation,
Intermediaries, and Asymmetric Dependencies in the
Production of Colonial Law

INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOP

29-31 October 2025 | mpilhlt | Mauro Manhanguele & Raquel Sirotti

Wednesday, 29 October 2025

09:30 — 10:30 — Welcome, Opening Remarks & Introduction
Participants

Raquel Sirotti (MPI-LHLT)

Mauro Manhanguele (MPI-LHLT)

w Coffee 10:30-11:00

12:00 — 13:00 — Research Landscapes: Legal History, Mutual
Dependencies, and Intermediaries

Raquel Sirotti (MPI-LHLT): Presentation of the Mutual
Dependencies Group and Current Projects

Mauro Manhanguele (MPI-LHLT):
Local Intermediaries in Global Labour History: Interpreters
in Colonial Mozambique, 1885-1961

w  Lunch 13:00-14:00
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MAX PLANCK INSTITUTE
FOR LEGAL HISTORY
AND LEGAL THEORY

14:00 — 16:00 — West African Legal Histories
Chair: Juma Noah Omollo (MPI-LHLT)
Assan Sarr (University of Pittsburgh): Chiefs, Peasants
and Colonial Authorities: Role of Asymmetric Dependencies
in Shaping the Colonial Gambian State
Emily Lynn Osborn (University of Chicago): Historical

Perspectives on West African Intermediaries: Time, Space,
Structure

w Coffee 16:00-16:30

16:30 — 17:30 — Framing the Field

Thomas Duve (MPI-LHLT): Presentation of the MPI-
LHLT

é Dinner 17:30-18:30

18:30 — 20:00 — Evening Working Groups — Discussion of Papers

Thursday, 30 October 2025
09:30 —11:30 — Law, Marriage, and Social Transformation
Chair: Alicia Haripershad (MPI-LHLT)

Ruth Ginio (Ben Gurion University of the Negev):
Intepreters’ Role in the French Colonization of West Africa:
The Jeandet Legal Scandal in Late 19th-Century Senegal

Femi J. Kolapo (University of Guelph):

“Divorce... a European innovation.”” Controversy over
Customary Marriage Law among the Yagba of Kabba
Province, Colonial Nigeria

‘\
W Coffee 11:30-12:00
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12:00 — 13:00 — Asymmetries and Dependencies
Chair: Marlino E. Mubai (Universidade Eduardo Mondlane)

Benjamin Nicholas Lawrance (University of Arizona):
“We’ve done what we could”: African Creative Dependency,
Apartheid Intermediaries, and Colonial Property Asymmetry

w  Lunch 13:00-14:00
14:00 — 15:00 — African Legal Histories
Chair: Mauro Manhanguele (MPI-LHLT)

Juma Noah Omollo (MPI-LHLT): Mediating Law and
Custom: Intermediaries in Colonial Legal Trajectories

w Coffee 15:00-15:30
15:30 — 17:30 — Mozambique — Law, Intermediaries, and Empire
Chair: Raquel Sirotti (MPI-LHLT)

Eugeénia Rodrigues (Universidade de Lisboa): African
Bazos, Captains-Major and the Court of Milandos in
Nineteenth-Century Colonial Mozambique

Karolyne Moreira Mendes (MPI-LHLT):

Non-Human Agencies and the Making of Colonial
Normativity: Territorial Spirits, Mediums, and
Madzi-Manga as Intermediary Agents in the Barué Kingdom
(1894-1918)

é Dinner 17:30-18:30

18:30 — 20:00 - Evening collaborative session: archival insights and
practices
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Friday, 31 October 2025
09:30 — 11:30 — Religion, Politics, and Empire
Chair: Karolyne Moreira Mendes (MPI-LHLT)
Alicia Haripershad (MPI-LHLT):
Agents of Empire? Missionaries’ Legal Authority from their

Society and the Colonial Administration

Alexander Keese (Université de Geneve):

Negotiating the End of Forced Labour in Portugal’s Colonial
Empire: Under Standing a Transition Between Social
History, Legal History and Everyday Life History

w Coffee 11:30-12:00
12:00 — 13:00 — Post-Colonial Reflections
Chair: Mauro Manhanguele (MPI-LHLT)
Marlino E. Mubai (Universidade Eduardo Mondlane):
The Collateral Effects of the Fall of the Berlin Wall:

Unemployment, Violent Criminality, and Changes in
Mozambique’s Legal and Architectural Landscapes

w» Lunch 13:00-14:00
14:00 — 15:30 — Exploring Archives Framing

Chair: Mauro Manhanguele; Raquel Sirotti & Karolyne
Moreira Mendes

Roundtable: Sources and Future Directions for African
Legal History

‘\
W Coffee 15:30-15:45

15:45 — 17:00 Final discussion and publication plans
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