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How was the Council of Trent employed to address
problems of ecclesiastical administration in the Brazilian
empire? Going beyond a view of this normative set

as rigid or as a battle flag for ultramontanists against
liberals, this study dives into sources from the praxis

of the Council of State (Brazil) and the Congregation of
the Council (Holy See) and shows the Tridentinum as

a rather plastic resource, modulated within a scenario
of multilevel governance and multinormativity.
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