
View in browser

LEGAL HISTORY &
LEGAL THEORY

Newsletter of the Max Planck Institute, March
2023 # 65

Welcome to our newsletter. This newsletter is addressed to legal historians,
legal theorists and others interested in global history, social sciences,
humanities and legal studies more broadly. We keep you updated about
events, new publications by our researchers and other news from our
Institute. Any feedback and suggestions are more than welcome.

We hope you enjoy this month's edition.

https://preview.mailerlite.com/m0a9x4t7q4
https://www.lhlt.mpg.de/en
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Opportunities

CfAs: The Department for European and
Comparative Legal History (Stefan
Vogenauer) is currently looking for
three Postdoctoral Research Fellows
(m/w/d) as well as four Doctoral Students
(m/f/d) in the Research Fields 'Legal
History of the European Union' and 'Legal
Transfer in the Common Law World'.
Deadline 15 March 2023

The Department Multidisciplinary Theory of
Law (Marietta Auer) is hiring several
Doctoral Students (m/w/d).
Deadline 15 April 2023

The Institute is looking for a Max Planck
Research Group Leader (m/f/d) (W2 –
Associate Professor Level) on the topic
'The Hidden Heritage of the European
Union: the Legacy of the Law of the
League of Nations'. Deadline 24 April
2023

Events

All events take place in-person at the mpilhlt
unless otherwise stated.

20 March - 24 March, Glocalising
Normativities Annual Conference: Change
over time in the Iberian Worlds: stabilizing
regimes of normativity. (programme)

24 March, 13:30 - 14:30, Forum
talks: Anselm Küsters/Andreas Wagner
(mpilhlt), Intelligence without understanding?
How ChatGPT works and how it could make
your life easier (and how it won’t…). Online
event; for further information please
contact ruether@lhlt.mpg.de

https://www.lhlt.mpg.de/job-offers
https://www.lhlt.mpg.de/job-offers
https://www.lhlt.mpg.de/all-events
https://www.lhlt.mpg.de/all-events
https://www.lhlt.mpg.de/events/32761/2077701
mailto:ruether@lhlt.mpg.de


Full details available here.

New Publications
Stephen B. Aranha

Towards a Democratic Franchise

The Bahamas became an English colony
in 1648 and enjoyed a form of
representative government with an elected
assembly from 1729. It was not until the
end of World War I that Bahamians first
articulated discontent with colonial rule in
general and the undemocratic franchise of
the colony in particular. This set in motion
a drawn-out process of electoral reform
and incremental democratisation of the
franchise, which this book examines as an
integral aspect in the story of the
decolonisation of this Caribbean territory. It
also analyses the effect that these reforms
have had on the state of democracy in the
modern-day Bahamas in shaping the
relationship between the postcolonial state and its citizens.

Leticia Pérez Puente

Diezmo eclesiástico / Ecclesiastical tithe (DCH)

https://www.lhlt.mpg.de/job-offers
https://www.lhlt.mpg.de/publikationen/gplh-20
https://www.lhlt.mpg.de/publikationen/gplh-20
https://www.lhlt.mpg.de/3242023/2023-02?c=1989416


This article describes the tithe and the
characteristics it gained in colonial Spanish
America, as well as its particular systems
of administration, collection and
distribution. For this purpose, it analyses a
variety of sources from canon and royal
law, legal doctrine, as well as local
practices in some of the dioceses in the
Spanish American territories. The article
shows how, throughout the 16th to 18th
centuries, the Spanish Crown gradually
granted itself powers to legislate on
matters of tithing and increasingly
subjected the destination of the tithe to its
own political and administrative needs,
considering it as one more income of the
royal treasury.

Orazio Condorelli

Juicio / Judgment and procedure (DCH)

This article traces the medieval roots of the derecho canónico indiano, in order to show
how the issues of judgment and jurisdiction, law and justice took shape in a constant
dialogue between legal science and moral theology. The peculiar institutional situations in
which the derecho indiano developed require addressing the relations and conflicts
between secular and ecclesiastical authorities in a system where the flexible limits
between the spheres of power left room for matters of mixed jurisdiction. The protection of
miserabiles personae was one field of jurisdictional concurrence and potential conflicts.
Indigenous populations were included in this category, which was privileged by canon and
secular law. One aspect of their legal protection consisted in the possibility of accessing a
simplified judgment according to the form of the summary trial. The reciprocal immanence

https://www.lhlt.mpg.de/3242023/2023-02?c=1989416
https://www.lhlt.mpg.de/3241932/2023-01?c=1989416


between judgement, justice and trial leads
the debate on jurisdictional remedies, from
the traditional way of appeal to the recurso
de fuerza, a peculiar expression of the
“regalistic” approach to the relations
between secular and ecclesiastical powers
in early modern times.

Guests and Visiting Scholars
Garcia de Oliveira, Felipe (Universidade Nova de Lisboa):  Slaves, indigenous, freedmen
and the colonial legal culture in São Paulo in XVIII century, January – March 2023

Martínez Ávalos, Leopoldo (Escuela Nacional de Antropología e Historia, México):
Diezmo de indios: la normatividad de un impuesto eclesiástico en el arzobispado de
México, siglos XVI-XVII , January – March 2023

Mathias Souto, Luana (Pontifícia Universidade de Minas Gerais): Reproductive health
under algorithm surveillance: biopower and techno-feudalism, January – March 2023

https://www.lhlt.mpg.de/3241932/2023-01?c=1989416


Sedano Onofri, Renato (Universidade de São Paulo): Once again, on poetry and law:
narrative and structure in 19th Century German and Brazilian legal sciences, January –
March 2023

Días Rico, Javier Carlos (Universidad Carlos III de Madrid, Spain): Albert Venn Dicey: an
historic- sociologic approach, March – May 2023

Li, Fupeng (China University, Beijing, P.R. China): Mapping conflicts – a digital global
legal history of missionary cases in late Qing China (1860-1911), March – May 2023

Nezhurbida, Serhiy (NGO Jewish Heritage of Bukovina, Chernivtsi, Ukraine): Eugen
Ehrlich – a bio- biographical approach, 13. February – March 2023

Suresh, Sabarish (Yeshiva University, New York, USA): Cartography and law: the use of
mapping in the establishment of the English common law in the Indian subcontinent, 15.
March – May 2023

Zhu, Yuxi (Tsinghua University, Beijing, P.R. China): Production of normativity in
Glocalization: the late Qing opium suppression movement in the perspective institutional
change, March – August 2023

Distinguished

Former guests of our Visitors' Programme honoured with German
Bundestag Science Prize

Each year, we invite PhD students, postdoctoral researchers, and senior scholars to visit
the Institute for several months. During their stay, they can use our library resources,
participate in our events, and, above all, discuss current questions of legal history and
legal theory with us.

Mechthild Roos and Oliver Haardt, who were both part of our Visitors' programme in the
past, were recently celebrated by the German Bundestag for their outstanding contribution

https://www.lhlt.mpg.de/visitors-programme


New seminar series

The permanent seminar Legal History
Meets Digital Humanities intends to
provide a space for discussion and in-
depth analysis of the numerous themes,
techniques and challenges the Digital
Humanities offers to historical research, in
particular to legal history.

Transforming letters into aid

Help us to raise funds for earthquake relief
in Syria and Turkey and join our competion!
A few years ago, our Institute changed its
name, so we also had to change the
signage on the building’s façade, leaving
us with the metal letters of our old name
that used to hang above our main
entrance.

to research. They shared the 10.000 Euro Bundestag Science Prize. Roos was honoured
for her 2021 book The Parliamentary Roots of European Social Policy. Turning Talk into
Power, while Haardt was recognised for Bismarcks Ewiger Bund. Eine neue Geschichte
des deutschen Kaiserreichs (2020). The prize is awarded every two years for scholarly
work that promotes engagement with questions of parliamentarism and contributes to a
deeper understanding of parliamentary practice.

If you are interested in our Visitors' programme, you can submit your application at any
time through our website.

Hansaallee 41

https://www.lhlt.mpg.de/events/33576/2078412
https://www.lhlt.mpg.de/events/33576/2078412
https://www.lhlt.mpg.de/visitors-programme


At present, several areas of the Digital
Humanities are essential for our projects,
such as digital editions, big-data analysis,
ontologies and taxonomies, authority
databases, visualisation and mapping,
graph and sql databases, metadata, digital
narratives in social media, and others. We
start from these areas for the seminar's
organisation, which re�ects our
experiences, challenges, and projects. 

The seminar will meet about six times a
year. It is open to all interested persons,
and no special preparation or knowledge
of Digital Humanities or legal history is
required. If you have any questions, please
contact us at the following e-mail address:
solonets@lhlt.mpg.de.

To take part in our competition, suggest a
word (in any language) related to
humanitarian aid using only the letters
from our old name 'MAX-PLANCK-
INSTITUT FÜR EUROPÄISCHE
RECHTSGESCHICHTE'.

Get creative and think outside the box!
We'll arrange the letters to form the word
you’ve come up with and post a photo.

Donate at least 10 €/$ to a recognised
charity organisation supporting those
affected by the earthquakes in Turkey and
Syria and send us the receipt
(media@lhlt.mpg.de).

Hansaallee 41,
60323 Frankfurt am Main
Germany
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