
Opportunities

CfA: Max Planck Summer Academy

for Legal History 2023: Actors,

Groups and Identities in Legal

History. For more information, see

below. Deadline 31 January 2022

CfP: Konflikte um Wahrheit –

Nachwuchstagung Rechtsgeschichte.

Deadline 28 February 2023

Events

All events take place in-person at the

mpilhlt unless otherwise stated.

16 January, 14:15, Common Law

Research Seminar:  Martin

O'Donoghue (University of

Sheffield), From colonial to

vocational models: legislative

thinking and the Irish senate before

and after independence. For further
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Welcome to our newsletter. This newsletter is addressed to legal

historians, legal theorists and others interested in global history,

social sciences, humanities and legal studies more broadly. We

keep you updated about events, new publications by our

researchers and other news from our Institute. Any feedback and

suggestions are more than welcome.

We hope you enjoy this month's edition.
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information, please contact

cazzola@lhlt.mpg.de.

17 January, 16:15, Max Planck

Lecture in Legal History and

Legal Theory: Jan

Thiessen (Humboldt-Universität

Berlin), Behindert das (deutsche)

Recht die zeithistorische Forschung? 

23 January, 11:00, Glocalizing

Normativities Research

Colloquium, Thomas Duve

(mpilhlt), What is a historical

process? For further information,

please contact

coutinho@lhlt.mpg.de.

24 January, 19:00, MPI-TAU

Transnational Legal History

Workshop: Priyasha Saksena

(University of Leeds), Limping

Marriages: Race, Class, and Divorce

Jurisdiction in the British Empire.

Online event; please register here.

3 February, 14:00,

Workshop: Dieter Grimm

(Wissenschaftskolleg zu Berlin), Die

Historiker und die Verfassung. Ein

Beitrag zur Wirkungsgeschichte des

Grundgesetzes.

New Publications
Thomas Duve, Jasper Kunstreich, Stefan

Vogenauer (eds.)

Rechtswissenschaft in der Max-
Planck-Gesellschaft, 1948-2002

This volume brings together

contributions on the six early Max

Planck Institutes dedicated to the

study of law and the formation of

legal scholarship in the Max Planck

Society (MPS) more generally. With

the takeover of the former Kaiser

Wilhelm Institutes for International

Law and for Private International Law,

legal scholarship played an important

role in the Society’s developing
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Humanities Section from the start.

Another decisive step was the

founding or integration of three

further institutes in the 1960s. Since

then, it has been impossible to

imagine the MPS without its law

institutes, which have also become

important players in the German and

international legal research

landscape. The contributions to this

volume explore the origins and

development of these institutes in the

context of their respective disciplines

as well as their significance for the

history of legal scholarship.

Thomas Duve, José Luis Egío

Rechtsgeschichte des
frühneuzeitlichen
Hispanoamerika

From the sixteenth century onward,

the Spanish monarchy ruled over a

gigantic area across North, Central

and South America. Norms,

institutions and practices from

Europe were translated into a world

that was new to the invaders and

went on to suppress, reshape or mix

with the rights of Indigenous peoples.

This volume provides an introduction

to this chapter of legal history, gives

an overview of the sources and

literature, and indicates future

research perspectives.

Summer Academy for Legal History 2023

Actors, Groups and Identities in
Legal History

The history of the law has been

shaped by individual actors as well as

groups of people. In either case, their
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identity was an important factor

motivating their individual or collective actions and omissions. Today, legal

history sees a resurgence of biographical studies of ‘key actors’. At the same

time, ‘legal history from below’ sharpens our awareness that marginalised

groups were powerful forces of legal development, too.

Should legal historians make sure that their accounts integrate both

perspectives, so as to present a ‘balanced’ interpretation of the past? If so, how

can this be achieved? How can the prism of ‘identities’ help us contextualise

and better understand both individual and collective interests and behaviour?

The 2023 Summer Academy will explore these issues further. Applicants are

encouraged to present research projects that are related to this year’s theme.

Eligibility Requirements

Early-stage research students, usually PhD candidates.

Working knowledge of English is required; German is not a prerequisite.

Application

All applications must be supported by a CV, a project summary (approx. 10

pages) and a letter of motivation. Please send your applications via e-mail to:

summeracademy@lhlt.mpg.de.

More information

Featured Event
17.01.2023, 16:15, mpilhlt, Z01

Behindert das (deutsche) Recht
die zeithistorische Forschung?

Max Planck Lecture in Legal

History and Legal Theory

A recent court decision on what

historians are permitted to say and

publish – or not – about the House of Hohenzollern has shown the German

public that contemporary historical research does not take place in a legal

vacuum. Who is allowed to see which source and who is permitted to quote

from it is governed by a multitude of (seemingly binding) rules and regulations.

However, archival laws, freedom of information laws and the right to privacy

as well as procedural laws on core legal matters offer scope for interpretation

– though this scope is currently not always used in favour of academic

freedom.

Based on his current research on contemporary historical sources, Jan

Thiessen will discuss problems of access and utilisation and propose how we

may distinguish legitimate scholarly interests from unlawful practices.

The lecture will be held in German.

https://www.lhlt.mpg.de/2684750/event-21-11-03-max-planck-lecture
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Guests and Visiting Scholars
Bonilla, Daniel (Universidad de los Andes, Bogorá): Epistemic justice and

legal transplants: a normative analysis of the creation and exchange of legal

knowledge, August 2022 – January 2023

Feng, Yuxi (Chinese University of Hong Kong): Ongoing History of 'Just War'

Against Nonhuman Animals, January – March 2023

Garcia de Oliveira, Felipe (Universidade Nova de Lisboa):  Slaves,

indigenous, freedmen and the colonial legal culture in São Paulo in XVIII

century, January – March 2023

Martínez Ávalos, Leopoldo (Escuela Nacional de Antropología e Historia,

México): Diezmo de indios: la normatividad de un impuesto eclesiástico en el

arzobispado de México, siglos XVI-XVII , January – March 2023

Mathias Souto, Luana (Pontifícia Universidade de Minas Gerais):

Reproductive health under algorithm surveillance: biopower and techno-

feudalism, January – March 2023

Pérez Godoy, Fernando (Pontificia Universidad Catolica de Chile): Analysis of

the right of occupation in the nineteenth century from a European and

American doctrinal perspective, January – February 2023

Pesso, Ariel Engel (Universidade de São Paulo): Law schools and slavery in

Brazil (1827–1888): natural law and political economy in the theoretical

foundation of the 'servile element', January 2023

Sedano Onofri, Renato (Universidade de São Paulo): Once again, on poetry

and law: narrative and structure in 19th Century German and Brazilian legal

sciences, January – March 2023

Hansaallee 41
New Year's Greetings from Marietta Auer

Dear reader,

the past year has been a remarkable

one for the Institute, with many

researchers achieving great success

and others embarking on exciting

new projects. We are delighted that

Inge van Hulle has taken up a

professorship at KU Leuven while

continuing to lead her Research

Group 'Legal Connectivities and

Colonial Cultures in Africa' at the



Marietta Auer

Hansaallee 41, 

60323 Frankfurt am Main

Germany
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Institute. Mariana Dias Paes' Research Group 'Global Legal History on the

Ground' began their work on court cases in African archives, and Lena

Foljanty's Research Group 'Translations and Transitions' came to a successful

end with the symposium 'Legal Orders under Pressure: Non-Western

Experiences of Legal Transformations in the 19th and Early 20th Centuries' in

December.

We are also fortunate to have many former researchers who started new

exciting positions in academia but stay in touch with the Institute as Affiliate

Researchers or have even started a Max Planck Group at their new universities.

Despite the difficulties brought on by the current crises, the Institute has been

able to strengthen its connections with researchers all around the world

through events and lectures and by welcoming visiting scholars. In addition,

2022 saw a number of inspiring publications, including, most recently, an

introduction to the early modern legal history of Hispanic America in our

methodica series and an edited volume charting the history of legal

scholarship in the Max Planck Society from 1948 to 2002 (see 'New

Publications' above).

As 2023 gets under way, we are excited about the events and projects lying

ahead and look forward to continuing our work with colleagues and

cooperation partners in Germany and around the globe in the fields of legal

history and legal theory. Watch this space to keep up-to-date about our

activities and publications.

With this in mind, and also on behalf of Thomas Duve and Stefan Vogenauer,

let me wish you all the best for the new year 2023!

Yours truly,

Max Planck Institute for Legal History and Legal Theory
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