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Welcome to our newsletter. This newsletter is addressed to legal
historians, legal theorists and others interested in global history,
social sciences, humanities and legal studies more broadly. We
keep you updated about events, new publications by our
researchers and other news from our Institute. Any feedback and
suggestions are more than welcome.
We hope you enjoy this month's edition.

Opportunities

Events

CfA: Ausbildung zur*zum
Kauﬀrau*Kaufmann für Büromanagement
ab August oder September 2023.
Bewerbungsfrist: 8. November 2022

All events take place in-person at the
mpilhlt unless otherwise stated .

CfA: PhD Students in the Department
'Multidisciplinary Theory of Law' (Marietta
Auer). Deadline 15 November 2022
CfA: Ausbildungsplatz zur*zum
Fachangestellten für Medien- und
Informationsdienste – Fachrichtung
Bibliothek. Bewerbungsfrist: 27.
November 2022
CfA: Two PhD Students for the
Project Glocalising Normativities at the
Department 'Historical Regimes of

7 November, 13:00, Glocalising
Normativities Research Colloquium:
Massimo Meccarelli (Università di Macerata,
Italy), Temporal regimes of legal change:
transition and innovation in legal history |
Burak Aydin (mpilhlt), The change/not
change dichotomy and the case 19thcentury legal reform in the Ottoman Empire
(series programme)
7 November, 14:00, Common Law
Research Seminar: Priya Mirza (Zakir
Husain Delhi College), Inventive Indians:
technological imaginaries and patenting
activity in late colonial India (1911–1948).

Normativity' (Thomas Duve).
Deadline 30 November 2022

Online; for further information, please
contact cazzola@lhlt.mpg.de (series
programme)
8 November, 19:00, MPI-TAU
Transnational Legal History Workshop:
Eduardo Zimmermann (Universidad de San
Andrés, Buenos Aires), Towards a

transnational legal history of the
administrative state in Latin America.
Online; please register here (series
programme)
10 November, 18:00, Seminar series
with Jorge E. Traslosheros:
'Ecclesiastical Justice'. Kenneth
Pennington (The Catholic University of
America, Washnigton D.C.), The evolution of

court procedure 1100–1700 and the
judicial use of torture. For further
information contact martins@lhlt.mpg.de
(series programme)
29 November, 16:00, Forum talks: Dr
Anja Böning (FernUniversität Hagen),
IIlusion of equal opportunities? (In-)Equality
and participation in legal academia. Online
talk; for furher information, contact
ruether@lhlt.mpg.de

Rechtsgeschichte – Legal History
Volume 30 (2022)

Now in its 20th year of publication, the latest issue of our
journal Rechtsgeschichte – Legal History (Rg) once again brings together

outstanding research contributions on legal historical topics as well as a
considerable number of wide-ranging reviews.
This year’s Research section begins with Elizabeth Papp Kamali’s study on the
consequences of the excessive consumption of alcohol in medieval English
criminal law. Jan Schröder oﬀers a close analysis of the sources to investigate
the meaning of words in early modern legal and linguistic theories. The editors
of the four-volume Handbuch zur Geschichte der Konﬂiktlösung in Europa –
Handbook on the History of Conﬂict Resolution in Europe (Peter Collin, Wim
Decock, Nadine Grotkamp, David von Mayenburg, Anna Seelentag) explain the
conceptualisation underlying this standard reference work (published in 2021),
and provide a brief overview of some of the overall patterns and ﬁndings
emerging from this major project.
The Focus sections cover two ﬁelds of modern legal history from an
international perspective. Karl Härter and Valeria Vegh Weis provide a
substantial introduction to the topics discussed in the Focus on Transnational

Criminal Law in Transatlantic Perspective (1870–1945), which comprises
contributions by three authors (Elizabeth Gómez Alcorta, Nicolás Duﬀau, Paul
Knepper) who particularly explore Latin American dimensions. The
second Focus is dedicated to the complex ﬁeld of labour law history and
includes studies from both German and British researchers (Gerd Bender,
Rebecca Zahn, Thorsten Keiser, Martin Otto, Johanna Wolf, Tim-Niklas Vesper,
Benjamin Spendrin, Matthias Ebbertz).
As always, the reviews in the Critique section cover a broad spectrum of
regions and epochs, ranging from the cuneiform transmission of the Codex
Hammurabi to a three-volume history of Chinese legal culture and the
European banking union – and for the ﬁrst time also include reviews of digital
source editions. Finally, two Marginalia on the visualisation of law conclude the
issue – and they could not be more diﬀerent: Erk Volkmar Heyen’s contribution
investigates the ﬁguration of iustitia in the context of the political aspects of
Marian devotion in the early 16th century. Daniel Damler, on the other hand,
takes the reader into the dark canyons of Batman’s hometown, Gotham City.
The latter contribution also inspired this year’s atmospheric picture series of
black-and-white photographs of New York City by Otto Danwerth.

Rechtsgeschichte – Legal History 30 is now available in print from the publisher
Vittorio Klostermann and online in Open Access via the journal's website.

Online Version (Open Access)

Guests and Visiting Scholars
Lillo Castañ, Víctor (Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona, Spain): The bull
Sublimis Deus and the Spanish laws on slavery of Native Americans (1530–
1537), January 2022 – December 2023

Mukherjee, Uponita (Columbia University, USA): Matters of evidence:
criminal detection, legal inquiry, and the colonial rule, June – November 2022
Núñez, Jorge, (CONICET, Argentina): El problema sexual en las prisiones y la
circulación de saberes en América del Sur (Argentina, Brasil, Perú 1934–1947),
November – December 2022
Revilla Orías, Paola (Universidad Católica Boliviana 'San Pablo', La Paz,
Bolivia): Tutela, paternalismo y coerción en la encrucijada de la experiencia
laboral de afrodescendientes e indígenas en Charcas, siglos XVI-XIX,
November – December 2022
von Schütz, Konstanze (University of Toronto): Connecting Independent
Owners: Lesser and Limited Property Rights in the Common Law of Property,
October – November 2022, Helmut-Coing Scholarship
Traslosheros, Jorge E (Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México): La
dimensión judicial de la misión pastoral de los obispos en la Hispanoamérica

virreinal, September – November 2022

Distinguished
Max Planck-Humboldt Medal für Wim
Decock
Our former colleague Wim Decock, now professor
of Roman law, legal history and comparative law at
the universities of Louvain-la-Neuve and Liége,
Belgium, and mpilhlt alumni will be awarded a Max
Planck-Humboldt Medal for his contributions to
exploring the historical connections between
religion, law and capitalism.
At the mpilhlt, Decock worked as a Research
Group Leader and Aﬃlate Researcher. He is
considered one of the leading historians of his
generation in the ﬁeld of law and late
scholasticism. In his book Theologians and
Contract Law. The Moral Transformation of the Ius
Commune (ca. 1500-1650), published in 2012,
Decock explored the intersections between legal and economic history and
theology.
Together with our colleague Christiane Birr, in 2016 Decock published an
general introduction to law and morality in early modern scholasticism in our
Institute's methodica book series Recht und Moral in der Scholastik der Frühen
Neuzeit 1500-1750.

Hansaallee 41
Max Planck Law Annual Conference
From 17–18 November 2022, Max Planck Law
researchers will meet for the Max Planck Law
Annual Conference, this year dedicated to the
theme of ‘Solidarity’. In recent years, questions of
solidarity, within national socities, within the EU, as
well as the global community, have arisen in many
areas, such as human rights, migration, Covid-19,
social policy and now the energy crisis. In a
keynote, panel discussions, papers and poster presentations, the Max Planck
Society's legal scholars will discuss these issues as they relate to law and also
plan future research activities.
Max Planck Law is the network of the ten Max Planck Institutes engaging in
legal research, and covers a broad range of legal studies, from the
anthropology of law to tax law, in nine diﬀerent locations across Germany and
Luxembourg.
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