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Welcome to our newsletter. This newsletter is addressed to legal historians,
legal theorists and others interested in global history, social sciences,
humanities and legal studies more broadly. We keep you updated about
events, new publications by our researchers and other news from our
Institute. Any feedback and suggestions are more than welcome.
We hope you enjoy this month's edition.

Opportunities

Events

CfA: Postdoctoral and Research Scholarships
2023 – Department 'Multidisciplinary Theory of
Law' (Marietta Auer). Deadline 31 October 2022

All events take place in-person at the mpilhlt
unless otherwise stated.

CfA: Postdoctoral and Research Scholarships
2023 (January–June) – Department 'European
and Comparative Legal History' (Stefan
Vogenauer). Deadline 31 October 2022
CfA: We are looking for student assistants to
support research communication in Thomas

19 October 2022, 18:00, Reading seminar: The
Council of Trent and canon law. For further
information, see the series programme (pdf).
20 October 2022, 18:00, Seminar series with
Jorge E. Traslosheros: El tribunal contencioso
del obispo: la audiencia episcopal. To register,
please email martins@lhlt.mpg.de. For further

Duve's Department 'Historical Regimes of
Normativity' (deadline 31 October 2022) as well
as in our press and public relations office
(deadline 23 October 2022).

information, see the series programme (pdf).
24 October 2022, 11:00, Glocalising
Normativities Research Colloquium: Luca von
Bogdandy (mpilhlt), Legal change and
institutionalism. For further information, contact
coutinho@lhlt.mpg.de.
26 October 2022, 16:15, Max Planck Lecture in
Legal History and Legal Theory: Lisa Ford
(UNSW Sidney), Violence and the law in the
British empire. For further information, contact
ruether@lhlt.mpg.de.
27 October 2022, 18:00, Seminar series with
Jorge E. Traslosheros: El largo brazo de la
justicia episcopal: los jueces eclesiásticos
regionales y los jueces comisionados. To register,
contact martins@lhlt.mpg.de. For further
information, see the series programme (pdf).
31 October 2022, 18:00, Rechtshistorisches
Abendgespräch: Resina Mawani (University of
British Columbia), The law of the sea: oceans,
ships and the anthropocene. Venue tbc. For
further information, contact
pasakarnis@lhlt.mpg.de
1 November 2022, 19:00, MPI-TAU
Transnational Legal History Workshop: Taisu
Zhang (Yale University), The modern state and
the rise of the business corporation. Online
workshop; registration required. For further
details, see the series programme.
3-4 November 2022, Conference: Recht im
Anthropozän (organised by the Interdisziplinäre
Arbeitsgruppe Recht im Anthropozän RiA) For
further information, see the conference
programme.

New Publications
Philipp N. Spahn

Die Bibel als Norm? Das Ringen um das Recht
der Kirche in Streitschriften aus der Zeit des
Investiturstreits, ca. 1050–1140
Profound changes in the handling of texts characterised
the period since the middle of the 11th century and
significantly contributed to the scientification of canon law.

The effects of these methodological changes on how
contemporaries worked with biblical texts, however, have
remained largely unexplored. This study aims to fill this
research lacuna by using the example of the controversy
literature produced in the context of the Investiture Contest. It shows the significance of
the struggle for a correct understanding of the biblical text for the scientification of canon
law, on the one hand, and that of the Bible for the law of the Church, on the other.
Moreover, these debates with and about the biblical texts paved the way for a
paradigmatic shift away from custom as the central figure of thought in early medieval
secular law. In its place, truth became the paradigm of a new era, and would go on to
change much more than the Church and its law.

Maria Sole Testuzza

Mayoridad y obediencia (DCH)
The topic of majority and obedience typically belongs to
ecclesiology, in particular to its institutional dimension. At
the same time, it describes various aspects of
ecclesiastical life in the manifold interactions between the
secular and religious spheres. This article focuses on the
meaning of the two terms in canon law and their
relationship in the context of the colonial dominions of the
Spanish empire.

Featured Event
31.10.2022, 18:00, venue tba

The Law of the Sea: Oceans,
Ships, and the Anthropocene
Frankfurter Rechtshistorische Abendgespräche

In her upcoming paper, Prof. Renisa
Mawani (University of British
Columbia) argues that oceans, and the
European ships that crossed them, must be foregrounded in contemporary discussions of
climate catastrophe. To emphasise their historical and ongoing importance, she revisits
Hugo Grotius’s writings on the freedom of the sea and situates them within wider concerns
of a planet in crisis. The Anthropocene, as many have argued, is always already colonial,
both as a discourse and as a long process of dispossession, extraction and violence.
What Grotius’ writings point to is how an international law of the sea authorised maritime

commerce and colonisation, freedom of navigation, and an extractive view of nature that
has led to the devastation of human and more-than-human life, and the planet.

Guests and Visiting Scholars
• De Nardi, Loris (Universidad de Navarra, Spain): El papel de la reforma de la
responsabilidad civil en la reducción de riesgos de incendio en la Península Ibérica
(siglos XVIII y XIX), September – October 2022
• Lillo Castañ, Víctor (Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona, Spain): The bull Sublimis
Deus and the Spanish laws on slavery of Native Americans (1530–1537), January
2022 – December 2023
• Mukherjee, Uponita (Columbia University, USA): Matters of evidence: criminal
detection, legal inquiry, and the colonial rule, June – November 2022
• von Schütz, Konstanze (University of Toronto), Connecting Independent Owners:
Lesser and Limited Property Rights in the Common Law of Property, October –
November 2022, Helmut-Coing Scholarship
• Traslosheros, Jorge E (Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México), La dimensión
judicial de la misión pastoral de los obispos en la Hispanoamérica virreinal,
September – November 2022
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Applications now open

Fall Semester 2022-2023

Postdoctoral and Research
Scholarships 2023

MPI-TAU Transnational Legal
History Workshop

Every year, the mpilhlt offers a number of
scholarships to give researchers the

The Berg Foundation Institute for Law and
History at The Buchmann Faculty of Law,

opportunity to visit the Institute for a
number of months to pursue their own
projects related to the Institute's research
foci.
We are now accepting applications for
scholarships linked to the Departments
‘Multidisciplinary Theory of Law’ (Marietta
Auer) and ‘European and Comparative
Legal History’ (Stefan Vogenauer) for
research stays during the first half of 2023.
Scholarship holders benefit from the use of
the Institute’s specialist library resources,
taking part in events and discussing
current questions of legal history and legal
theory with researchers from our Institute.
Scholarships linked to the Department
‘Historical Regimes of Normativity’
(Thomas Duve) are currently not available.
The next call for these is unlikely to be
opened before mid-2023.

Online Application Form

Tel Aviv University, and the mpilhlt
continue their joint MPI-TAU Transnational
Legal History Workshop in the Fall
Semester 2022/2023.
Participants will discuss pre-circulated
legal history papers that go beyond
national framings, with authors hailing from
institutions around the world. Among the
first speakers are:
• Taisu Zhang: The Modern State and
the Rise of the Business
Corporation
• Eduardo Zimmermann: Towards a
Transnational Legal History of the
Administrative State in Latin
America
• Phillip I. Lieberman: The Use of
Jewish Legal Sources to Tell Islamic
Economic History
This year's organisers and moderators are
Thomas Duve (mpilhlt), Ron Harris (TAU),
Assaf Likhovski (TAU), Stefan Vogenauer
(mpilhlt).
To participate, please register below.

Register here

Max Planck Institute for Legal History and Legal Theory
Hansaallee 41
60323 Frankfurt am Main
Germany
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