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Welcome to our newsletter. This newsletter seeks to address legal historians,
legal theorists as well as others interested in global history, social sciences,
humanities and legal studies more broadly. We keep you updated about
events, new publications by our researchers and other news from our
Institute. Any feedback and suggestions are more than welcome. We hope
you enjoy this month's edition.

Next month, we are taking a break. There will be no August issue of the newsletter this
year. We will be back in September, ready to start a new semester with exciting new events
and publications. We hope you �nd some time to relax and recharge over the next couple
of weeks. Stay safe and healthy and remember to switch off the computer once in a while.

New Publications
Mariana Dias Paes, Raquel Razente Sirotti,
Juelma de Matos Ngãla, Maysa Espindola
Souza

Court Cases and the Writing of
African History: A Bibliography
This bibliography complements the video
series 'Court Cases and the Writing of
African History', produced as part of the
project 'Global Legal History on the Ground'
at the mpilhlt with �nancial support from
the American Society for Legal History.
The production of the videos and the
publication of this bibliography aim to draw
the attention of researchers to the
potential of court cases for writing African
history, as well as to provide basic
knowledge to those who wish to work with
this type of documents.

Max Deardorff

Synods and Councils of the
Hispanic World, 1300-1700
Between the late medieval and early
modern periods, the Spanish Kingdoms
grew to global prominence. The fortunes of
the institutional Church rose in tandem
with the fortunes of secular powers. This
essay and accompanying database are
intended to throw light on the contours of
that institutional Church, its legislation, and
its chronologies. Taking as bookends the
years 1300 (following major territorial
consolidations of Christian powers on the
Iberian peninsula) and 1700 (roughly
coinciding with the transition from the
Hapsburg to the Bourbon monarchy), the
database identi�es all synods and councils
of diocesan and archdiocesan communities known to have been held during the period.
For the kingdoms of Aragon and Castile (and including all of Castile’s territories in the

Spanish Americas), over 600 of synods and councils are identi�ed here, making this
catalogue the most comprehensive to date. Bibliographic references provide prospective
researchers with the necessary information to locate the related source material. Host
libraries are identi�ed for those synods and councils documents that survive only in rare
manuscript copies. The accompanying essay offers researchers a historiographical
introduction to the study of this particular kind of source material. In addition, it offers a
thematic introduction to major categorical innovations in the legislation of the Hispanic
Church. Together, the database and the interpretative essay seek to spur continuing study
in the legal history of the Hispanic Church, as well as to offer tools for augmenting social
and cultural histories through access to Church legislation that is often little-known.

Featured event
12.07.2022, 18:00, Fernanda Pirie (University
of Oxford)

Global Legal History: an
Anthropological Approach
What should legal historians study and
why? Considering laws beyond the state
and the familiar realms of European history
raises the vexed question of what law is as
well as what might be compared and to
what purpose.
In this Max Planck Lecture in Legal History and Legal Theory, Fernanda Pirie is going to
argue in favour of an anthropological approach to global legal history. To Pirie, this means
considering law as a social and historical phenomenon, and approaching cases, examples,
historical practices and texts on their own terms. It means asking about people and
context, about who makes laws and why, and teasing out what is distinctive among them.
This type of enquiry leads us, so Pirie's suggestion, to textual traditions with authors,
readers and translators, and to explicit rules, which are pronounced, understood, copied
and applied. Turning to some early examples of written law, she will seek to show how
consideration and comparison of such cases can help to clarify what law is as a social
phenomenon, who makes it and why, how it develops, and its relations with power, as well
as the surprising recurrence of dynamics of the rule of law.

Guests and Visiting Scholars
• Aznar Sánchez-Parodi (Universidad de La Laguna, San Cristóbal de la Laguna,
Santa Cruz de Tenerife, Spain): The constitutional enshrinement of the social

function of property, July – September 2022
• Bachur, João Paul (Instituto Brasiliense de Direito Público, Brasília, Brazil): Die
Praxis des Rechts: Zu einer multidisziplinären Rechtstheorie, January 2022 – June
2023
• Cabrera Bibilonia, Adrián (Universidad de La Habana, Cuba): Criminal en cuerpo y
alma. La formación discursiva del individuo peligroso en la Cuba colonial, April –
September 2022
• Contarini, Filippo (Universität Luzern, Switzerland): Postcolonial legal theory through
Swiss triangular commercial legal history. An interdisciplinary approach, April –
September 2022
• Galeano, Diego (Pontifícia Universidade Católica do Rio de Janeiro, Brazil): Crossborder counterfeiters, transnational law and policing networks in Ibero-American
Atlantic World, 1890-1940, May – July 2022
• Hernández Fradejas, Fernando (Universidad de Valladolid, Spain): 'Depositum',
Dictionary of the Juridical-Political Language of the School of Salamanca, July –
September 2022
• Leucht, Brigitte (University of Portsmouth, UK): Consumers and the creation of the
EC common market, 1973-1992, April – September 2022
• Lillo Castañ, Víctor (Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona, Spain): The bull Sublimis
Deus and the Spanish laws on slavery of Native Americans (1530-1537), January
2022 – December 2023
• Melo, Marcelo (Universidade Federal do Ceará, Brazil): Settling meaning: an analysis
of arguments in contractual interpretation, March – August 2022
• Mukherjee, Uponita (Columbia University, USA): Matters of evidence: criminal
detection, legal inquiry, and the colonial rule, June – November 2022
• O’Donoghue, Martin (The University of She�eld, UK): Legal transfer in bicameral
systems in the British Empire: Comparing the origins and evolution of upper houses
in Irish and Australian constitutional development, July – September 2022
• Rocheton, Julie (Universidad de Valencia, Spain): Inside the 19th-century civil codes
in the United States, January – September 2022
• Thomaz, Fernanda (Universidade Federal de Juiz de Fora, São Pedro, Brazil):
Colonialism, gender and dependence relations in Northern Mozambique, March –
August 2022

Hansaallee 41

Marietta Auer elected
President of the DFG

Vice

Marietta Auer was elected Vice President
of the German Research Foundation (DFG)
at this year’s Annual Meeting and will thus
become a member of the Executive
Committee of the largest research funding
organisation and central self-governing
body for science and research in Germany.
As the managing body, the Executive
Committee collaborates with the President
of the DFG in developing the strategic and
conceptual orientation of the Foundation.
It also prepares
the resolutions of the organisation's
Senate and Joint Committee (except those
concerning funding decisions).
The Executive Committee consist of the
DFG President, Prof. Dr. Katja Becker, and
the Vice Presidents of the DFG. In addition
to Marietta Auer, the latter include the
molecular biologist Prof. Dr. Axel A.
Brakhage, English literary scholar Prof. Dr.
Julika Griem, engineering scientist Prof.
Dr.-Ing. Hans Hasse, experimental
physicist Prof. Dr. Karin Jacobs,
sociologist Prof. Dr. Matthias Koenig,
chemist Prof. Dr. Peter H. Seeberger,
computer scientist Prof. Dr. Kerstin Schill
and physician Prof. Dr. Britta Siegmund as
vice presidents. The President of the
Stifterverband (Donors’ association) and
the DFG's Secretary General participate in
the meetings of the Executive Committee
in an advisory capacity.

In commemoration of Michael
Stolleis
The mpilhlt held an academic
commemoration ceremony in honour of its
former long-term director Michael Stolleis,
who sadly passed away in March 2021.
The event, which had had to be postponed
due to the Corona pandemic, was held
jointly with the Faculty of Law of the
Goethe Universität Frankfurt, where
Michael Stolleis taught as a professor
from 1974 to 2006.
In his opening address, university
president Enrico Schleiff underlined the
important role Stolleis played in the
acquisition of the former IG Farben
premises for the university – a contentious
site due to the company’s complicity in the
Holocaust – and in giving it a positive and
integrative purpose as the new Campus
Westend. Marietta Auer, in her turn,
recalled the signi�cant in�uence Michael
Stolleis had on the evolution and internal
makeup of the Max Planck Society.
The academic re�ections offered by
friends and former students demonstrated
in a very personal and impressive manner
the impact Michael Stolleis had on those
lucky enough to have worked with him, not
only because of his academic brilliance
but also due to his extraordinary
personality.

Max Planck Newsletter Iberian Worlds
Just like its big sister, the newsletter of the Research Field 'Iberian Worlds' received

a new look with the renaming of the Institute. The researchers of this group are
investigating various aspects of legal history of the Iberian Worlds from the early
modern age to the present from a global historical perspective.
In our monthly newsletter we are reporting in Spanish and Portuguese about
conferences, seminars, calls for papers, announcements for research grants and
publications related to the activities our research group. We will also be adding new
sections such as presenting new and rare book acquisitions, conferences and even
our colleagues.
We will also be adding new sections such as announcing new and rare book
acquisitions, upcoming conferences and feature colleagues in order to get to know
them better.
If you have not yet subscribed, you can do so here.

You would like to unsubscribe from this newsletter?
We have all been there: signing up to as many interesting newsletters as possible
and now the inbox is cluttered with them. In case you wish to unsubscribe from our
newsletter, that can easily be done visiting the page where you signed up for it:
https://listserv.gwdg.de/mailman/listinfo/mpierg_news. Needless to say that seeing
you leave would make us very sad.

Max Planck Institute for Legal History and Legal Theory

