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Welcome to our newsletter. This newsletter is addressed to legal historians,
legal theorists and others interested in global history, social sciences,
humanities and legal studies more broadly. We keep you updated about
events, new publications by our researchers and other news from our
Institute. Any feedback and suggestions are more than welcome.
We hope you enjoy this month's edition.

Opportunities

Events

CfP: Tagung Recht im Anthropozän.
Deadline for abstracts 30 June 2022.

09 June 2022, Workshop: Tradition und
politische Verwendungen der
Verfassungsgeschichtsschreibung: ein
interdisziplinärer und vergleichender
Dialog, organised by Egas Bender de
Moniz Bandeira and Chia-hsin Yuan For
further information, please contact
bandeira@lhlt.mpg.de.

23 June 2022, 16:15, Max Planck
Lecture in Legal History and Legal
Theory: The Rule of Law in British
America: Thinking with Indians While
Comparing to Spaniards, Richard Ross
(University of Illinois). For further
information, please contact
ruether@lhlt.mpg.de.
30 June 2022, 13:00, Symposium
(IberLAND): Braucht eine dezentrierte
Geschichte von Land und Recht auch
einen
Eigentumsbegriff? Location: Campus
Essen Guest House, room Casino, Eva
Weiler. For further information, please
contact eva.weiler@uni-due.de.

More

New Publications
Karin Raude

Der Volksgeist bei Jacob Grimm
Studien zur europäischen
Rechtsgeschichte 331
Frankfurt am Main: Klostermann 2022,
XIV, 400 S.
Jacob Grimm (1785-1863) was a prolific
author who covered a wide range of areas.
One idea in particular pervades his oeuvre:
that of the Volksgeist, creative forces that
reside in the people as a whole, no matter
their status or education, a common spirit
or ‘Geist’ that forms the basis for devising
a people’s language and laws. In the early
19th century, many of Grimm‘s
contemporaries – such as his Marburg law
professor Friedrich Carl von Savigny –
were influenced by the Volksgeist idea,

albeit perhaps to a lesser extent. Karin Raude bases her study of this profoundly impactful
concept on a close scrutiny of Grimm’s letters and writings as well as numerous
contemporary sources. She offers a vivid picture of how closely interwoven Grimm’s
political ideas, his concept of history and his understanding of German law were with his
conviction that there was such a thing as a creative German Volksgeist.
Grimm soon lost interest in his law studies, but he devised many new categories of
sources for legal history. He found fairy tales, mythology and folk songs to offer plenty of
insight into the legal customs of the olden days, as did the Weisthümer: wisdom generated
by the people, expressing what they considered to be ‘right’ and thus forming the basis of
legal rules. Although Savigny’s methodology continued to influence his thinking, Grimm
nonetheless developed his own concept of the Volksgeist, distinct also from the notions of
contemporaries such as Hegel, Schelling, Hugo or Puchta, as Karin Raude shows in this
volume. The approach of combining linguistics and law (or legal history) proved to outlive
Grimm’s concept of the Volksgeist as such, which diminished in importance for the studies
of ‘Germanic Law’ in the early 20th century.

Yolanda Guzmán

Religiosos / Members of
religious orders (DCH)
Max Planck Institute for Legal History
and Legal Theory Research Paper
Series, No. 2022-11
This entry of the DCH Dictionary sets out
the characteristics of members of religious
orders from the perspective of SpanishAmerican canon law between the 16th and
18th centuries. The article considers the
classification of religious orders; the
mechanisms of admission, renunciation,
and expulsion of a friar or a nun in a
religious order; the importance of the
essential vows of poverty, chastity and
obedience in community life; the bases of
the religious state; and female monastic
life. It also explains the role of the members of religious orders as missionaries, mediators,
and authors of materials for the conversion of indigenous people. The article closes with a
historiographical discussion of the main lines of research developed in recent years.

Guests and Visiting Scholars
Bachur, João Paul (Instituto Brasiliense de Direito Público, Brasília, Brazil): Die

Praxis des Rechts: Zu einer multidisziplinären Rechtstheorie, January 2022 – June
2023
Cabrera Bibilonia, Adrián (Universidad de La Habana, Cuba): Criminal en cuerpo y
alma. La formación discursiva del individuo peligroso en la Cuba colonial, April –
September 2022
Contarini, Filippo (Universität Luzern, Switzerland): Postcolonial legal theory through
Swiss triangular commercial legal history. An interdisciplinary approach, April –
September 2022
Cooper, Levi (Pardes Institute of Jewish Studies / Tel Aviv University, Israel): Jewish
law and British colonial legal system, April – June 2022
Daly, Samuel Fury Childs (Duke University, Durham, NC, USA): Soldier’s paradise: law
and military rule in Nigeria, 1960-2000, April – June 2022
Galeano, Diego (Pontifícia Universidade Católica do Rio de Janeiro, Brazil): Crossborder counterfeiters, transnational law and policing networks in Ibero-American
Atlantic World, 1890-1940, May – July 2022
Leucht, Brigitte (University of Portsmouth, UK): Consumers and the creation of the
EC common market, 1973-1992, April – September 2022
Lillo Castañ, Víctor (Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona, Spain): The bull Sublimis
Deus and the Spanish laws on slavery of Native Americans (1530-1537), January
2022 – December 2023
Melo, Marcelo (Universidade Federal do Ceará, Brazil): Settling meaning: an analysis
of arguments in contractual interpretation, March – August 2022
Mukherjee, Uponita (Columbia University, USA): Matters of evidence: criminal
detection, legal inquiry, and the colonial rule, June – November 2022
Ravaioli, Leonardo (Università Roma Tre, Italy): The concept of 'constitutional
pluralism' in Neil MacCormick’s thought, April – June 2022
Rocheton, Julie (Universidad de Valencia, Spain): Inside the 19th-century civil codes
in the United States, January – September 2022
Rothschild, Zalman (Stanford University / New York University School of Law, USA):
Multiculturalism and Freedom of Religion, June 2022
Tellkamp, Jörg Alejandro (Universidad Autónoma Metropolitana – Iztapalapa,
Mexico): The social epistemology of moral norms: Vitoria and his presence in IberoAmerica, March – June 2022
Thekke Kalathil, Suramya (IT Madras, Chennai, Tamil Nadu, India): The Factories Act
and determination of working hours in the Madras presidency, January – June 2022
Thomaz, Fernanda (Universidade Federal de Juiz de Fora, São Pedro, Brazil):
Colonialism, gender and dependence relations in Northern Mozambique, March –
August 2022

Hansaallee 41
Two of our researchers will receive the Otto Hahn Medal at the the

general meeting of the Max Planck Society.
Every year since 1978, the Max Planck Society has awarded the Otto Hahn Medal to young
researchers for outstanding scientific achievements, mostly in connection with their
doctorate. The aim of the award is to motivate particularly talented individuals to pursue a
university or research career.

Raquel Sirotti was recently recognised for
her outstanding doctoral thesis 'Within the
law: criminal law and political repression in
Brazil (1889-1930)'.
Starting in July she will become a
Research Group leader at the Cluster of
Excellence 'Beyond Slavery and Freedom',
which the mpilhlt is a part of with Thomas
Duve as principal investigator.

Mariana Dias Paes was distinguished for
her excellent doctoral thesis 'Slaves and
Land between Possession and Titles. The
Social Construction of Property Law in
Brazil, 1843–1883' in 2020, but due to the
Covid pandemic, the presentation of the
award had to be postponed.
She is currently head of the Max Planck
Research Group ‘Global Legal History on
the Ground: Court Cases in African
Archives’.

Max Planck Newsletter Iberian Worlds
Just like its big sister, the newsletter of the Research Field 'Iberian Worlds' received
a new look with the renaming of the Institute. The researchers of this group are
investigating various aspects of legal history of the Iberian Worlds from the early
modern age to the present from a global historical perspective.
In our monthly newsletter we are reporting in Spanish and Portuguese about
conferences, seminars, calls for papers, announcements for research grants and

publications related to the activities our research group. We will also be adding new
sections such as presenting new and rare book acquisitions, conferences and even
our colleagues.
We will also be adding new sections such as announcing new and rare book
acquisitions and upcoming conferences, and feature colleagues in order to get to
know them better.
If you have not yet subscribed, you can do so here.
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