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The present work addresses the history of Derecho 
Indiano (Spanish Colonial Law) and proposes to examine 
the role played by Indiano-Castilian jurists in the New 
World as creators and enforcers of a science and the 
practice of law. They were given the task of organising and 
developing public authorities as well as the new society, 
and in their engagement with the temporary institutions, 
they were confronted with realities and situations as 
diverse as they themselves proclaimed them to be. The 
works brought together in this volume originally appeared 
in journals and collected works from different countries, 
and they are now being presented here in a revised edition.

Víctor Tau Anzoátegui was an Argentinian legal 
historian, focusing on Derecho indiano in Spanish 
America and Argentinian national law. He taught 
legal history at the University of Buenos Aires.
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